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Evanston-St. Mary Magdalen 

A synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys together.” How is this “journeying together” 
happening today in your local Church? 

• Pre-pandemic we had fellowship time after Sunday Mass and Bingo on Wednesday nights. 
We’ve had a parish picnic on or around the feast of Saint Mary Magdalen. 

• Through Mass and group activities such as Adult Study groups, coffee hours, Church 
ministries, soup and bread after Stations during Lent. 

• I feel so welcome to this Church parish- the community is friendly and caring. Father 
Carrillo is the best priest and pastor I have met- He knows the Scriptures and he cares for the 
people. 

• First, I think the Pandemic has sadly made some people leave and decide not to come back. 
But I think others are so happy to finally be able to come, that they appreciate our faith and 
“Church” more than before. I myself am always so grateful for Vatican II, even to this day. I 
loved it then, and still so appreciate having Mass in English, and people participating. I think 
being welcoming to new comers and reaching out to the poor are so very important to 
spreading the Gospel and growing our Church. 

• In some ways I think we are journeying toward the same goals, but parallel, rather than 
together. Some feel a very strong attachment to the traditional and devotional, while others 
tend toward a return to a more apostolic approach. Both have strong and enduring ties to the 
faith but approach the outward show of it a little differently. Both are good, but they have 
become somewhat polarized and tend to exclude each other. This is not helpful in 
encouraging each other. I think we need to accept the beauty of the traditional and the 
enthusiasm of those who prefer a more contemporary way of worship, which actually brings 
us back to the earlier times and ways of the apostolic church. The need is for acceptance of 
each other’s approach, as long as it is true to the Church. Not just acceptance, but 
encouragement of each other. 

What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our “journeying together?” 

• More outreach to those who have not returned and to those who are not now nor have they 
participated for a long time. Better communication via phone calls and personal visits. 

• To try to get more people involved in actively participating in Church life. Reaching out to 
those who have left or who do not participate with calls or personal invitations. 

• Need to have meet-up groups and study groups. Talk our talk and sing in praises to God. 
Music and singing brings the Spirit fire to us. 

• Like I said above, I think the Spirit often guides me, and hopefully others, to reach out to 
others in need. It reminds me when I do it of looking at others as “Jesus” Himself when I 
help them. I hope now we can get back to more things that bring parishioners together, now 
that the Pandemic is “maybe” on the decline. Years ago in high school, we prayed for 



guidance to the Holy Spirit every morning and I have continued it to this day. I often feel 
the Spirit in my life. 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Community, Rock Springs 
 
FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT:  
Holy Spirit Parish Council, January 11, 2022  

 Funeral dinner ministry was a welcoming group. Fruits of the Spirit help the 
community.  

 Sacraments, weekly mass, getting to know people and welcoming conversation.  
 Priests need to find time to stay connected with the community on a personal level.  
 Time, talent and service are great opportunities to find more companions that inspire the 

journey.  
 Ecumenism is important to encourage our parishioners and other faiths to work together 

and living through Christ.  
 Students need to take a more active role in their Catholic Church and community.  
 Need more opportunities to share our Catholic views with non-Catholics.  
 Sharing responsibility for a common mission from different Christian backgrounds to 

work together and the needs of the community.  
 Joining of two parishes to include bilingual togetherness and our youth to college age in 

our community.  
 Small group bible study has been fruitful.  
 In order to help kids in bad situations, parishes need to identify the basic needs and help 

where possible.  
 Parishes need a gathering place to meet and socialize with parishioners.  
 Need more people to step out of their comfort zone to teach a bible study class and give 

time to God.  
 Encouraging more ways for developing compassion and getting to know others at 

church.  
 Not be afraid to talk about God or praise the Lord, as we all need God in our lives. God 

blesses us in many ways we do not even see.  

Main Gathering, January 23, 2022  

 Journey together regardless of ethnicity or language barrier.  
 Encourage and inspire community on how to get to know the Holy Spirit.  
 Feel welcome and accepted by the Parish.  
 Praying for the souls of the parishioners should be our goal as a Parish.  
 Praying and deciding to look into Diaconate.  



 The Parish is like an extended family to help one another and their needs.  
 Walking together is a personal journey through novena prayers and the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus.  
 Journey together and building the community outside of attending Mass.  
 Find opportunities for more bilingual masses.  
 Have a family night.  
 Give women leadership/service opportunities to be more active like the Knights of 

Columbus.  
 Encourage 10 percent tithing, so that resources are available for future growth.  
 Intercultural night where a dish is brought that represents different heritage.  
 Need a way to reach all groups, including the elderly, regarding events in the Parish 

when technology is not available.  
 More support for Catholic school.  
 Technology of daily reflection from Pastor is very beneficial.  
 Need more family activities to get together to foster faith. 
 More parishioners need to be aware of how to get involved and volunteer in the Parish. 
 Need to identify non-practicing parishioners and how to bring them back in the church. 
 Identify ways youth can serve the Parish through a personal invitation. \ 
 Catholic parents need some kind of instruction to teach their children of all ages. 
 Bilingual curriculum for religious education teachers.  
 Support bilingual deacons.  
 Involve children in bilingual Masses.  
 More outreach for youth and non-practicing Catholics.  
 Bring the Hispanics and non-Hispanics together more often.  
 Ecumenism 
 Encouraging the sacrament of reconciliation.  
 Need to find a way for the opinions of the parishioners to be considered. Some pastors 

forbid parishioners from contacting council members, so there is no way to be heard. 
 Need to promote more missionary opportunities within our community, especially for 

teens and college age.  
 In order to facilitate healing within the church, the Catholic Church should seriously 

focus on meeting people where they are as a way of living each moment of each day.  
 An example of where the Catholic Church could show more empathy and understanding 

is at funerals.  
 People who leave Mass after communion should not be judged, but we should focus on 

the people who have stopped attending Mass altogether.  
 The Catholic Church by controlling just for the sake of being “right” or in charge is no 

way to heal or evangelize.  



 As a community, the entire Catholic Church can turn away from overreaching control 
and love as Jesus taught us.  

 Allow Church-approved, pre-recorded music-BOTH vocal and instrumental, at masses.  
 Train Seminarians to take courses on how to manage a Parish as a business; how to 

supervise staff; how to handle difficult staff or situations; how to conduct staff meetings; 
or how to manage facilities or properties.  

 Strongly encourage volunteer help in pronunciation for the non-English speaking Pastor 
or Associate Pastor. There needs to be accountability by the Diocese when we say we 
cannot understand him.  

 If non-native speaking clergy are required to attend Diocesan retreats and meetings, there 
needs to be translation resources, so it is not a waste of their time.  

 There needs to be a way Parishioners and staff can have their concerns and problems 
handled.  

 Suggest having both psychological evaluations done for priests and seminarians.  
 Have a job description for interested Seminarians, but also Pastors and other Parish 

personnel.  
 Train all priests-no matter of their area of service-in how to communicate daily and 

Parish practices to EVEN Visiting Priests.  
 ALL Seminarians should be instructed on how to identify and develop ministries in a 

Parish.  
 There is a need for the Universal Church to direct Catholic teachings and practices at 

colleges.  
 Develop a computer template for Seminarians and ALL Priests with detailed instructions 

on how to develop a Parish Community.  
 All Priests, even Associate Pastors, need to be trained on how to supervise and have 

specific ways to mentor interns.  
 Need someone to directly supervise and help Deacons, who have a problem speaking 

clearly or are poor public speakers, especially if Parishioners have concerns about their 
performance or fit for the Ministry BEFORE they enter.  

 There needs to be an accountable person to communicate with Visiting Priests when the 
Pastor is gone as to Parish practices, or the Pastor needs to train Temporary Associate 
Priests and Visiting Priests as to daily practices while he is gone.  

 Teach the commandments in a broader scope at all levels even in homilies.  

Youth Gathering, January 23, 2022  

 More opportunities to participate in Mass.  
 Additional occasions for youth to speak.  
 More singing to encourage more participation.  
 Need a Youth Mass where things are simplified and explained.  



 Motivation to participate in parish life.  
 More group activities, such as crafts or hands-on participation.  
 More opportunities for get-togethers and socials.  
 Need bigger, better activity space.  
 Need youth lessons followed by activity, not sacrament prep classes.  
 Need leaders for Youth Group, such as youth ministers, lay leaders, and priest.  
 More trips.  

Holy Spirit Finance Council, January 25, 2022  

 There was a going away party for a priest. People were together, enjoying each other’s 
company. It was a bilingual event that had a real sense of community.  

 Public school students that are members of the Parish and the Catholic school students 
journeying together to receive their sacraments is nice to see.  

 The entire town is receptive to the Catholic school and continue to support it.  
 After many years of disagreements, it is nice to have one Parish, not two separate Parishes 

any more. We have come a long way to be Holy Spirit Catholic Community.  
 There is a division now in English speaking and Spanish speaking communities. It has 

improved with bilingual events. Once we can gather more often after the pandemic, it 
will be nice to continue to grow and bridge these two communities.  

 There is a universal need for pro-life agencies to participate. However, there are other 
places where all faiths can work together to do well, like the soup kitchen. There are still 
opportunities to have relationships with other religions.  

 The Parish Council is trying to work together on representing the Church.  
 We recognize we all have a place to work and be in the Church and that “Father knows 

best” (the priest). But that always is not the best way forward. How can we start to take 
our own ownership in the Church?  

 If a person is new to our Parish and is very shy, we need to encourage more ways to 
develop compassion and get to know others at Church.  

 There is a need to build our faith not just locally, but globally, as well.  
 When a young man from our Parish passed away, all old classmates from the Catholic 

school came together to pray for him. The community came together to support the 
family. We have a need to continue this in the future with funeral dinners.  

 Different types of Catholic teachings, such as Jesuit or mainstream, make it confusing to 
be a Catholic. 

 

 

 



Kemmerer - St. Patrick’s Church  
Meeting 01-16-2022 
Number Attending: 12 and an additional 9 written responses  

Listening: The Church wants to hear from you and listen to your ideas. What do you think are limitations 
in our ability to listen, especially to those who have different views than our own? How do we foster open 
dialogue? 

Responses: 

• Respect the church but if told to do something, the church should allow for questions and 
open Dialogue.    

• Respect others’ opinion and listen if a different point of view is expressed by someone. 
• Be open-minded, do not judge others. 
• Change is difficult for older people to accept. 
• Listen to the Holy Spirit. 
• Confusion over what is Cannon law and Dogma. 
• Limited office hours and programs for those who work different hours or have small children 
• Church’s damaged reputation as a result of sex scandals limits others desire to listen. 

Celebration: Do you have positive experiences within the Church which you wish to share? Does prayer 
and liturgical celebrations inspire us and if so in what ways?  

Responses: 

• Music is an important part of Mass. 
o A prior priest used his IPod to provide music and singing 
o  Ask and encourage more people to lead the singing or play a musical instrument. 
o Ask youth to get involved with playing any instrument. 

• Youth participation is important, they are our future. 
• Bishop should visit our Church more often. 
• Keep politics out of Church dialogue. 
• Our present priest offers thought-provoking sermons. 
• Daily Mass celebration and explanations of that reading is rewarding. 
• Bible Study has made the readings at Mass understandable and more enjoyable. 
• Booklet “The Word Among Us” offers daily inspirational readings that are awesome. 
• Conversations and reconciliation with the priest have been inspirational. 
• Way of the Cross at Lent is a special time to pause and reflect after a busy day. 

 



Shared Responsibility: People of good will have always shared their time and talents for the good of all. 
How do we share our responsibility of our common mission? 

Responses: 

• Commitment is needed to take on a task such as leadership in singing or playing an 
instrument and it appears to be lacking. 

• Our youth should be encouraged to participate but are often already committed to 
performing in functions and some functions involve traveling across the state. 

• Rural communities offer less activities for our youth and especially if they have experienced   
World Youth Day and then return to a small community that is unable to offer the same. 

• Altar servers are no longer being utilized, are they interested in serving as in the past. Other 
churches utilize them. 

• Family unity is lacking in some areas.  
• Volunteering is important; make a list of tasks needing to be accomplished including 

information such as what, where, how and when. There are as many as 18 different areas 
where one could participate throughout the year. 

• Need to reach out and be welcoming of others. 

Changes & Decisions There has been a decline in Church attendance over the past 50 years. How do you 
account for this? Do you believe that the Church is receptive to change? Do you think your voice is heard 
in decision-making? 

Responses: 

• Homosexuality exists in society and deserves our respect and our love. Some of the youth feel 
less accepted in the Church. 

o Does the Church recognize homosexuality as a human anomaly? 
o Are homosexual people allowed to marry? 

• Marriage preparation and 6 months of instruction is too long. It discourages marriage in the 
Church 

• Divorced people are made to feel unclean and can’t receive communion. A woman of a 
divorce has difficulty supporting the children and find remarrying as another option 
financially. 

• Annulment rules need to be simplified and are too costly. The process has an effect on the 
children. 

• People want the Church to follow today’s ways of the world and not the will of God. 



• Church needs to use clear terminology simple words. Words like synod or terms like “Called 
for More” don’t clarify what information it is seeking and turn people away from 
participating. 

• Recommend author Jordan B. Peterson author of “12 Rules for Life” and how each of us 
must seek to better ourselves. He and Matthew Petrusek also wrote “God and Christianity.” 
They can be heard on “Word on Fire” on the internet. 
 

Other Concerns:  Have you experienced difficulties in the Church: Have you any insights in how the 
Church can improve in accomplishing her mission? 

Responses: 

• Priest should be allowed to marry. The downside is expense, can the church afford to 
support a priest plus his family, housing and insurance. The Greek Orthodox Eastern rite 
allow priests to marry. 

• Deacons are an asset especially with dwindling number of priests. Encourage more deacons. 
• Women should be allowed to become priest. 
• Birth control should be reviewed. Ask a medical person knowledgeable in science and 

chemistry of human reproduction and the birth control pill how it functions. 
• Rules on funeral masses for non-Catholics need to be clarified and simplified. 
• Parishioners need to be more welcoming and not territorial regarding tasks and how they are 

managed. Welcome new people. 
• Each generation doesn’t want to accept the other generation. 
• Some people, who don’t like the sermons, don’t continue to come. 
• Priests have a crucial role in church attendance. 

 

Our Lady of the Mountains, Jackson 
 
How is Journeying Together Happening in the Church?  
• Pope Francis is a fantastic leader-he is positive and exudes love. He reaches out to the poor. He is 
inclusive and welcoming and non-judgmental. He speaks to young audiences. 
• Our teachings are consistent. 
• Aid by the Catholic church is fantastic. Catholic charities are efficient.  
• The power of prayer is amazing. This community steps up and helps with the needs of the world 
through prayer. And, steps up to support those in need within the local church community.  



• We have necessary and important ministries.  
• The Church has done well in building enthusiasm under Pope Francis (but needs to continue to 
build off this) 
• The Church has built more of an online presence.  
• The Church does well at encouraging parishioner involvement in ministries, and the faithful have 
responded to this call.  
• Many people convert through the witness of joyful and faithful Catholics.  
• Church is unaffected by societal trends-it is consistent. It provides us the opportunity to share 
something we all have in common. 
• The church is timeless and universally a force for good. 
• We are built on tradition. 
• Our Catholic identity-we can never give up our Catholic identity.  
• Jesus is our power and strength 
• The power of forgiveness is strong  
• The power/influence of the Sacraments is what unifies us 
 
How can we grow in our journeying together? 
• Teachings could be refreshed, become more practical. More inclusive. Less judgmental. Liturgy 
could be refreshed and more relevant to today’s world. We need to carry Pope Francis’ messages of 
love, empathy, and compassion through all levels of leadership. 
• Find ways to build more popular appeal. 
• Include more energy in services, acts, community. 
• Need to be more innovative to attract youth and retain parishioners.  
• More community focus needed outside the Catholic community. We are unable to proselytize 
without first being seen as trusted leaders in our communities. We are unfortunately seen as 
judgmental and more focused on rules/rituals than compassionate and empathetic works that are 
supporting and accepting of our community outside of the church.   
• Sharing our faith with others beyond our community needs can improve. Need to advance living 
our faith outwardly.   
• Consider if the amount of rules are getting in the way of the main messages and important parts of 
the bible.  
• Leadership needs to focus on how messages are delivered and who is the leadership of the church? 
How can more people serve in leadership roles? 
• What is our role in the church/what can each give or do? 
• Community-we lack connection with other faith-based communities. Are we open to share our 
faith journeys with other churches? 
• Lack of clergy. We need more. How can we, lay people of the Church, do more. 



• Foster a return to the Eucharist. Healing comes from the Eucharist for all issues in society. That is 
a magnetic draw. We need to be the light touched by the love of Christ. 
• We can do more to get women leading in the church. What about women deacons? Some of the 
first people in the bible to teach about Jesus were women. The patriarchal nature of our traditions 
alienates strong, talented, and faithful women from serving to their fullest potential.  
• We need to reach the younger people in church. Provide a worthwhile purpose for the children. 
Hierarchy needs to engage children in new ways. How can we encourage and expose young people 
to a life in the diaconate or priesthood? 
• Abuse of children has greatly impacted church-needs to be addressed seriously. 
• Locally, we are not as welcoming as other churches. We do not lead locally. We stand by ourselves.  
• Priests need to be permitted to marry. There is a crisis when it comes to clergy. The apostles were 
married.  
• Engage youth-we need to do better at involving our youth in social activities.  
• If it’s not Jesus, it’s not enough.  
• Reaching out to other faiths-open ourselves to other faith communities 
• The challenge of Covid has depressed our faith communities 
• (Locally) we need Sunday evening community building. This could potentially be vespers.  
• Engage and involve our parish community. The Synod model was a wonderful way to get many 
parishioners together to discuss faith - how can we do more of this outside of the liturgy?  
• We need to emphasize the power of Jesus among us.  
• We need more people in attendance at confession.  
• The Latin Mass is being suppressed and there is a community within the church that would find 
value in that being offered.  
• Some feel we need more joy and celebration in the mass, others that we need more reverence and 
meditation - how can we accomplish and serve both? 

 

Our Lady of Peace Parish, Pinedale 

1. Companions on the Journey. 

How can we, as members of Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, be called into action? Are we 
confident enough in our faith to take action as those who brought the “paralytic” to Jesus?  How can 
we be those people to identify those on the fringes and help get them back to church? We can be 
those people. “The Holy Spirit keeps me coming back for fellowship, to Adoration and to be with 
like-minded people. Jesus is always in a crowd of people and He sent Apostles out to preach to and 
care for people. It takes time, but where can I be a better ‘body part’ as a member of the ‘Body of 
Christ’?”  How are we called to be co-responsible? It takes all of us to do something. What are we 
doing that is impressive; what are we do that is not?  



Concerns were expressed regarding the following marginalized groups: 

Single women (young, unmarried, widowed, elderly); not able to fully participate in all parish events  
• Knights of Columbus dinner parties-not invited 
• Hard to come to evening events which seem to be the most time events are held. 

Homebound (sick, those with no transportation, physical limitations) 
• Need to reach out more. 
• Need for better communication (both ways) to identify individuals. 

It was noted that trained Extra-ordinary (Eucharistic) ministers do visit “identified” homebound 
individuals and their families on most Sundays (and perhaps at other times) throughout the year. 
The Knights of Columbus are active in parish activities and also in the community. 

Hispanic population 
• Language barriers both in written and verbal communication 
• Cultural dynamics  
• Concerns: Seem to separate themselves from rest of congregation; go to balcony or cry room; 

not register families in church office; don’t want to sign up for volunteer work such as 
providing CCD meals, snacks, teaching, coffee and roll breakfasts, potlucks, etc; don’t like to 
commit ahead of time; lack of discipline toward their children (run all over church even 
during Adoration, allowed to play in flower beds). 

• A Hispanic Evening Mass is offered the third Sunday of the month. “The Word Among Us” 
and other reading material (pamphlets, brochures, etc.) is provided when possible in both 
English and Spanish. It has been observed that Hispanic families worship as an entire 
extended family unit and “we could all learn from their dedication and respectfulness to 
Jesus and Mary.” 

 
Fallen Away Catholics 

• Need to reach out more 
• Need to identify, but how do we do this? 
• Hard to get back into the habit of coming to Mass on Sundays, especially since COVID 
• Still afraid to come to church because of COVID and perhaps other illnesses. 

The Stewardship committee does their best to identify individuals and families who have stopped 
coming to church for one reason or another and contacts them via visits, phone calls, cards and 
letters during Advent and Lenten seasons. The letters include information regarding the upcoming 
celebrations and Mass schedules. A basket will be placed near the altar into which names and contact 
information may be placed for fallen away Catholics not only of our parish, but of any Catholic we 
know of.  Informational material is available to help counsel those wishing or thinking about 
returning and encouraging them to do so. 



2. Listening. 

A limitation to listening might be that it is “hard to understand Father’s foreign accent.” On the 
other hand, “I find myself listening more closely to Father. My thoughts don’t wander as much and 
I am able to concentrate more fully to his message. I didn’t always do that when an English 
language-first priest was speaking.” Regarding homilies, what are we taking away from the message 
given out? Are we able to take this message out into the community? We need more “fire and 
brimstone” sermons, all I hear is “be nice.” We need more understand about the Bible and need to 
be taught about the Bible in homilies. 

It is difficult to hear sometimes when young children are present (crying, loud noises, undisciplined). 
Kids get bored at Mass. One person suggested that young children have the opportunity to have a 
“Sunday school” lesson and that they be allowed to leave the church during Father’s homily and 
return during Communion. This would allow parents time to pray and focus. It might be difficult to 
find adult volunteers for this service, but the Confirmation class is always looking for volunteer 
projects. Sunday school could include Bible stories and songs. Also, homilies might address difficult 
topics suitable for adults. The priest interprets the Gospel. We need to hear how not “to betray our 
own faith, to not give up” when the secular world leaves little room, encroaching every aspect of our 
lives. 

We need more teaching for our youth other than CCD classes. The “message” needs to be “clearer to 
younger people.” The children need to be challenged more. What exactly are we teaching them? We 
have 2000 years of church history so there is “lots” to teach. 

We need more “quiet time” in our day. Spirituality on a personal level is very important. If we listen 
more to God and the Holy Spirit, we would be better off. Praying and trusting in Jesus is a daily 
commitment, sometimes hourly. 

3. Speaking out. 

Being quiet while others are speaking is difficult at times. Some have a tendency to speak over the 
top of others thinking their voice is more important. We need to be more respectful of others, 
especially in a group setting.  

“The Holy Spirit talks to me in my dreams. I try my best to implement what I am being asked to 
do.”  

 “I don’t speak out because my ideas and feelings are harshly criticized by others.” 

Note: During the Synod meetings it was stressed that verbal comments could be made without fear. 
It was also stated that written and emailed comments would be taken and could be made without 
fear. All comments, verbal, written or emailed would be kept confidential when report was sent to 
Cheyenne. No names would be taken or recorded. 



4. Celebration. 

 “Could we please bring back the “I confess” prayer during Mass?” It is important to acknowledge we 
are sinners, to state this publically to each other, and to publically profess that we believe that our 
sins are forgiven. 

Children’s voices can be loud; children need to be taken out during Mass. No room in cry room 
because “entire Hispanic extended families” take over cry room area when perhaps really only one 
child and parent needs to be in there. Maybe children would be more attentive if parents sat in front 
where the kids could see what is going on. Only a few young people are active altar servers.  

Mike and sound system from the lectern does not seem to be working or not being used correctly. 

Music criticism: Too high pitched, can’t sing that high, too many songs during Mass, music 
committee taking over the Mass, don’t like them facing us-to distracting, don’t like that they turn 
their backs to the altar, songs are too “bouncy,” need more soothing and “soulful” songs, don’t like 
that not all verses of a song are completed. Would like to sing some of the older more prayerful 
songs like “How Great Thou Art,” would even like some Gregorian chant. 

Music compliments: Engaging, particularly “Amina Christi” after Communion; great job during 
Christmas and Easter…but the whispering and constant page turning can be distracting as well as 
the overly vibrate directing; enjoy learning new songs; songs seem to compliment the readings; lots 
of volunteers to help. 

Visiting after Mass while still in the church needs to be stopped. Do not turn your back to the altar. 

New people need to be introduced. We need to know them and make them feel welcomed. 

“I concentrate on the Eucharist; therefore, I may not introduce myself to others.” We need to focus 
on the Holy Spirit. Also, more reverence needs to be shown when near the altar and the “Eucharistic 
presence.” 

Younger children do not seem to feel welcomed. 

What about reimplementation of the children’s collection and bringing up the gifts? Bring back 
children’s Christmas Pageant. “Seems we are still in COVID mode.” 

Parents of children of all ages are busy raising children, involved in community programs (sports, 
piano lessons, dance, work, etc.) so find the Mass hard to attend. This could be due to: 

• Scheduled Mass times 
• Out of the habit of coming 
• Hard to make commitment 
• Do not want to be asked to be leaders. 

 



Celebration should be made of the fact that Our Lady of Peace seems to have several new infants. 
“Their little noises should be rejoiced rather than criticized. This is a sign our church is not dying, 
but thriving.” As adults, each and every one of us is “responsible for the education of others.” We 
should also celebrate who actually is in church and not “wring” our hands about who isn’t. 

5. Sharing responsibility for our common mission. 

“There is something special about gathering together. I feel like we have been abandoned since 
COVID. The church seems aloof and I am concerned about our message and our mission.” 

Would like to see more adult catechism classes. We want to be taught not just from the lectern.  

A Lenten Bible study was held Monday mornings after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. About 20 parishioners 
responded with an average of 12 to 15 attending at any given Monday. The discussions were terrific. 
Father came when requested and was always willing to answer any of our questions. 

Perhaps a short lesson during Sunday “coffee and rolls” could be implemented by a lay person. 
Parishioners come together after Mass on Sunday mornings for Coffee and Rolls/Breakfast. We visit 
with one another and, at times, share faith stories. This also occurs on Monday’s after Mass when 
small groups gather again for shared visiting, sharing and learning. Have more group get-togethers 
like fish fries, pot lucks, movie nights, reactive the CYO, host a place for teens to meet during or 
after school events such as Homecoming, Prom, sporting events especially ones that are two day 
events. How can this be done. We need to ask for volunteers and not concentrate on what might 
limit us. 

Could we bring back in church “morning prayer” from the Christian Prayer book? 

How many people in the church know what different ministries there are and what these ministries 
do? Stewardship Sunday is in November. Sign-up sheets are available. Committee chairpersons are 
identified and are willing to answer questions. We could put a short description in the bulletin from 
time to time about what ministries are available and what they do. “I wouldn’t mind leading a 
volunteer committee, but the chairpersons seem never to step down. I would like to teach 
Confirmation class or the high school classes, but the teachers in place seem there to stay forever.” 

We seem to be a “passive participation” parish. Sometimes calls need to be made for people to 
participate in Adoration. The spots should be filled up quickly and automatically to show devotion. 
The same devoted parishioners always answer the call not only for Adoration, but to take part in 
Knights and PCCW (Pinedale Council of Catholic Women) activities. Perhaps we are still operating 
with “Covid brain.” Parents drop off kids for CCD but don’t commit to helping with snacks and 
meals. They are overscheduled and so are their children. 

A Seder Meal prayer service and family-style meal was organized in short order this Lenten season. 
Many volunteers quickly came together to prepare the meal and service. Even though it was held late 
(8:00 p.m.) on Holy Thursday, forty-three parishioners attended. Their ages ranged from 10 months 



to 80 years. We shared a faith-filled evening together and concluded the need for this event to 
happen every year. 

6. Dialogue in Church and society. 

Need more guidance on what the Vatican and Pope is doing in regard to social church issues. Some 
don’t like where the church seems to be headed. Strong Catholics should be harsh on societal mores. 
Topics discussed concerned the LGBQT community, premarital sex, abortion, euthanasia and social 
media, married priests, female priests. Faith asks a lot of us, it can be hard to grasp and understand 
and to communicate to others. We could use more evangelization tools and apologetics from the 
pulpit. For example, it can be difficult to explain how and why we believe in the “Real Presence,” the 
“Holy Trinity” and the “Virginity of Mary” to name just a few. People outside the church can be 
“scandalized” by what we, as Catholics, believe. “How many Catholics truly believe in the Real 
Presence?” Other comments made regarding church and societal issues include: “Marriages between 
same sex partners should not be allowed civilly or in church.” “It is a strange world we live in.” 
“People want to belong just like us; they should still be allowed to follow Jesus.” “Discussions in 
Germany are ongoing as we speak about the blessing of same sex unions.” “We need to get back to 
core Catholic values!” “We should accept all people as Jesus does. He was not prejudice.” “Sex 
outside marriage between heterosexuals should be discouraged.” Our school systems seem to teach 
that sex outside marriage whether it is between different sexes or same sexes is okay. How can 
parents voice concern about this without judgment from teachers, principals and the school board? 
How can we stop Critical Race Theory from being taught in our schools?  

Our Lady of Peace is about to begin Phase 2 of our reconstruction. The majority of voices do not 
want a “circular or half-circle” church. The structure should remain the same. Make a 180 degree 
turn if necessary, fix the roof, the insulation, the electricity, but please do not take away our Crucifix. 
“I will not set foot in a church that doesn’t have a proper Crucifix, nor will I help pay for 
renovations.” “A date for completion needs to be set. Commitment to the reconstruction should be 
made and to paying for it.” Ideas for fundraising include having a “metal-leaf” tree in the nave.  

Some would like to see kneeling before the Eucharist before receiving Christ a requirement, as well 
as receiving only by mouth. Some do not want this, viewing a kneeler/railing as a “barrier” between 
themselves and Jesus; they do not want to go back to the “dark old ages” and feel highly judged by 
those who want a highly strict environment. 

Some think a dress code needs to be in place. Dresses for women, suits for men. No shorts, no bare 
arms. Some say come as you are. “Jesus welcomes us no matter what.” 

One suggested the website “Catholicvote.com” 

“Is the priesthood even necessary? Lay persons are taking on more and more responsibilities within 
the church structure it seems.” If it came to it, which would be more acceptable—married priests or 
female priests? Other denominations have married priests and their sacraments are “valid.” We 



accept being “united by one baptism” from other faiths. Ministers from other faiths do not make the 
same commitment to their churches as a Catholic priest does. He is married to the church. He has a 
more “committed prayer life.”  

“We are losing more and more people…Catholic people. Why?” Manipulation from and by the 
news media and social media invades every aspect of our lives. It is “upsetting,” but what can we do 
to avoid this “manipulation?” Who can we trust to “accurately listen to?” 

Worldly “things” come into our lives and we are “exhausted and tired.” We are afraid we are missing 
out on things so spend more time on social media and therefore, become less committed to our 
church, to our families, to our community and to ourselves. Our spirituality is placed on the “back 
burner.” We become less respectful in all aspects of our daily lives.  

7. Ecumenism. 

Our Lady of Peace works with other churches in the area to offer dinner to the community on 
Thanksgiving. A Community Thanksgiving service is conducted; taking turns with different 
churches. 

Our Lady of Peace takes a turn hosting the reception after the Community Christmas Concert. 

Our Lady of Peace helps organize and feed anyone, but particularly needy children, at the 
Community Church during the summer months during the lunch hour. 

Our Lady of Peace helps with the local Hope Choice (Pregnancy Resource Center) by donating 
funds, hosting diaper drives, distributing and displaying information for the center. 

The Stewardship Committee budgets funds that are distributed to local, state, national and 
international charities. 

Our Lady of Peace participates in many second collections throughout the year. 

More personal, one on one, outreach could be made. Visit people more often in their homes. 

8. Authority and participation. 

The authority of the Pope is questioned. Is he fallible or infallible? “We should be able to voice 
criticism when he is voicing his opinion on matters and separate when he is speaking his opinion and 
when he is speaking from ‘the chair’.” We do not want to be deluded and we don’t want our faith to 
be “watered” down. What started during Vatican II is both good and bad. What is his message 
regarding a “green” community? Note: Information regarding the encyclical “Laudato Si” by Pope 
Francis is available in a brochure located on the “stewardship” table.  

“Information regarding the Synod Preparatory documents should be placed in the bulletin. Is the 
diocesan website in the bulletin?”  



Copies of the Participant Guide and prayer card are available in the entryway of the church.  
Meetings were scheduled and publicized in the bulletin. 

“I feel that conflict resolution does not get addressed, the problem is ignored hoping it goes away.” If 
a problem arises, we can go to Father. Also, the “parish secretary is a good listener and is also great 
about discerning problems that Father needs to address.” Prayer and discernment only goes so far. 
Action needs to take place when administrative or parish problems arise. We have an active Parish 
Council. Problems could be addressed during meetings. All are welcome to come to these meetings. 
It might be that the local priest and/or administration is not aware that problems exist. If he doesn’t 
know something needs fixed, how can it be fixed? 

Note: See section number 5 regarding participation in volunteer ministries available at Our Lady of 
Peace Parish. 

9. Discerning and deciding. 

More than one person expressed concerns regarding the actual Synod process. 

How are we supposed to make decisions? It is strange that the “sheep” are being asked how we 
should proceed. “Jesus is the head of our church. Leadership comes from the top-from the Vatican 
and from the Diocese.” “I feel like we have been abandoned. We are supposed to decide where we 
are going? The leaders may not like where that [decision] ends up.” Documents regarding the Synod 
are “unclear and jargony.” The process itself is a “sham” and decisions have been made by the 
Vatican. This “process is merely a mechanism to justify those decisions.”  Perhaps “mistakes” at the 
higher “governing church levels” have been made and they are now trying to be open about these 
mistakes. Some participants assume that our discussions at the local level are relevant, but are 
doubtful that what we say here even reaches the Vatican. Will the Vatican actually implement what 
we have talked about? Some are concerned that our local priest is not present for these gatherings. 
“Where to and what are we walking towards? What is the fundamental bottom line?” It is a strange 
world we live in so we need to “come together” to promote Catholic ideals. These ideals need to 
come from the “top” leadership so we are best able to “spread” the message out. 

It is difficult to even understand the documentation of the Synod reading material.  

We should be led by highly trained individuals from the top down. 

Discussion okay to be led by lay people. We should not be afraid to speak out when only in a group 
of peers. 

We need to be more versed in our shared faith so we can “handle diversity.” Misinterpretation of the 
Bible is “rampant.”  

 

 



10. Forming ourselves in synodality. 

We are not a “cohesive whole.” Some want to have a very strict disciplined environment. Some do 
not. Some think it is okay just to come to church whenever the “mood strikes them.” Children are 
allowed to come to CCD classes, but some of them we never see in church and their parents we 
never see. This is especially true when it comes time for First Communion and Confirmation. We 
should be on the same path, but there seems to be different “factions” of the Catholic Church even 
within our own parish and are a driving force to get the faithful to worship back in the “dark ages.” 

“I don’t feel that way at all. I derive much satisfaction in worshiping together at Mass. Saying the 
same prayers, singing songs, knowing that those around me share my faith and what I believe in. I 
share in a community of believers and come to church to be with them. I feel safe from worldly 
concerns.” 

Rock Springs Deanery – October 18, 2021 

Fr. Augustine – I miss being with the brothers: retreat, Institutes, etc. When I am on retreat, I don’t 
want to leave because of the closeness, the bond. There is something about journeying with your 
brother (priest) who has the same experience of celibacy, ministry, etc. I miss that fraternity. 

Sometimes deanery meetings were really good: meals, a check-in, etc. I don’t like the zoom; it’s too 
impersonal for me. 

Fr. Jason – I’ve been here for six years now. I made the decision to incardinate because I feel very 
comfortable with you. But I still struggle with something. In the Philippines we come together every 
month. In every deanery meeting, there is always someone missing. The same when we gather for a 
retreat; always someone is missing. We need to see that every gathering together is very necessary. 
That’s why I don’t care how far I have to drive. We need to be together. I hope that we can make a 
“deeper decision” that we need to gather.  

Fr. Augustine – You are 9,000 miles from home. Are we your family? 

Fr. Jason – You are my family. The relationship with brother priests is the foundation of our 
ministry in the parish where we are about relationships. 

Deacon Doug – In our parish we have two priests and four deacons. We meet together about every 
two weeks formally to discuss and make plans. There is a great deal of consolation. We celebrated Fr. 
Demetrio’s anniversary last Saturday, and he told the parishioners during Mass that he doesn’t make 
a decision by himself. If the rest of the people disagree with him, he will go along with what the 
group decides.  

Fr. Dave Erickson – It depends on where you are assigned. In Lander there were 2-3 priests in 
Riverton, plus a priest at the College. In Laramie, I had Fr. Rob in town. But now I’m in Kemerer, 



there is nobody. I don’t have any deacons. For me, it’s been prayer; I pray for you guys every day. 
The point is – it can be more than being physically together.  

Fr. Augustine – I apologize for not being more present to you.  

Fr. Peter James – When I came in 2001, I was in the Thermopolis deanery, and I remember being 
welcomed by the priests and deacons there. In Kenya, the priests don’t mix with others. Here I think 
there is a strong brotherhood. Some brothers will not even notice your presence at a retreat. 
Sometimes I find my solace more by the people who see me every morning who ask about me. I tell 
them, “You are my family.” ….. I have a nice Pastoral Council, a nice Finance Council. And I told 
them that I don’t make a decision alone.  

When your brothers don’t recognize your presence in the larger groups of priests, like at the retreat, 
half of the priests don’t say hi to one another. Then you are ready to go back to your parish where 
people love you. This is not true during a deanery meeting. 

Fr. Sam Hayes – I’ve been a priest 39 years. Years ago, there was a distinct difference between the 
older clergy and the younger clergy, who listened and said, “Yes, Father, Monsignor.” It took a long 
time to earn your spurs where you were part of the club. That changed. On the surface, there is a 
more welcoming, more congenial. But it’s the same still in some degrees. We come together, and 
we’re one big happy family, but not so. We are divided theologically, philosophically, politically. I’ve 
experienced from some of the young ones, “Uhh (a grunt) is about all you experience for 5 days from 
some of the guys.” We have our groups, like Caritas groups, etc. This is also true for me. I do it. 
There are divisions, walls. I would hope that maybe through this listening and walking with, we 
could intentionally break that down.  

Fr. Dave. Fr. Joe Fraher used to always come to Laramie. He talked about the “Basin Boys.” Every 
Friday night they played poker, but there was no connection between the “pastor” and the “younger 
priests.” 

Fr. Sam – there was a “red desert rendezvous”. They prayed and they played with a lot of drinking. 
Today it would be scandalous. The one who was the last one standing took the morning Mass. 
There was that “fraternity.” We don’t want to go there.  

Fr. Jason Marco – When traveling through a town, I have stopped by the parish office. Once I 
experienced the secretary who said, “Do you have an appointment with the pastor?  I don’t think 
that he wants to be disturbed.” 

How are we journeying at-large with the people in our community? 

Deacon Doug – The one thing that kept coming to me is that there are some that don’t want to 
walk together. They think about themselves first. That segment is probably more than half (of the 
parish). I divide the people that we have into three groups: (1) visitors, (2) Latinos, (3) Anglos. The 
pastoral planning process has really helped us to listen to our people and hear where they are. The 



people that do want to walk together have been vocal, to hear their needs and where they are at. 
We’ve had hundreds of people to tell us what they are feeling and thinking. Thus, the pastoral 
planning process has been a positive experience of synodality. 

Part of our challenge is: “We have people who don’t want to walk together.” In Mark 6, there hearts 
were hardened. These people don’t see anyone else. Their faith is just between them and God.  

Fr. Augustine – Their fear is going to hell, as opposed to what Jesus is saying, “Love God and love 
your neighbor.” I used to be that Catholic in another life; I didn’t care about anyone else. And I had 
13 years of Catholic education. … If they are there because they’re just afraid of hell, then there is 
not any ministry in them. 

Deacon Doug – there is one other part. The same people say, “You shouldn’t ask us. You should tell 
us what to do.”  

Fr. Jason – Listening to the difficult personalities is helpful. I told people that if we are not going 
out, then we are “half-baked Catholics.” So people asked me, “Father, what do we have to do?”… 
What is very fruitful in the parish life is “listening, companionship, journeying with them.” Going 
with coffee in a casual way. 

Gathering the fruits: 

Fraternity and the Comfort of the brotherhood of priests: 

• Fr. Peter James – When you get the priests attention, they will help you. There might not be a 
“friendship” but they will help you. 

• Fr. Jason – it is very comforting to know that I have priests as family. That comfort is a fruit of the 
Spirit. 

• Fr. Dave – There is a healthy fraternity among the presbyterate. It is a small group with a lot of 
diversity. They have a lot of talent. That is the work of God right there. Fraternity is a healthy fruit. 
Patience, honesty, boldness with fellow clergy. Intentionality to gather as clergy: 

• Fr. Augustine – Our older brothers have “wisdom.” We need to gather our elder brothers and ask 
them, “How do you see the Church?” …. Patience, especially in ourselves, with each other. 
Sometimes we hear things about our brothers, but we need to ask them and be patient. 

• We used to gather more in the deanery for confessions, etc. We used to talk a lot and plan (Advent 
and Lent). Since Covid-19 that has not happened.  

• Intentionality and making these gatherings of clergy a priority. Intentionality on the deanery level, 
as well as retreats and institutes. 

• Enter deeply into a conversation with one another during meetings with clergy. Speak honestly, 
with boldness. This becomes a safe place. You are my brother. 



Learning from each other and collaborating beyond the parish level: 

• We have to learn from each other and collaborate beyond the parish on a larger level (e.g., two or 
more pastorates who have the same coordinator for the Marriage Preparation ministry). 

• Fr. Denis – The basic spirituality starts from our own parishes. Only then will things be successful 
on the deanery or the diocesan level. 

 
Saint Ann’s Parish Saratoga, Synod Sessions 
Date: 1/17/2022, # of People: 13 
Groups: 9 Parish Council members, 1 church trustee, 1 Finance Council, 1 secretary, 1 church 
member. 
 

Topic / Question- 7 attendees chose Companions on the Journey (1), Listening (2), and Speaking Out 
(3) to discuss. 
Notes on discussion- Since Covid, a mass has been added and some parishioners are not attending 
mass.  There is a feeling of disconnect and division.  Activities such as the parish picnic and the Saint 
Patrick’s Day dinner did help to bring us all together.  We may add more such events. 
It was agreed that the elimination of the diocesan Youth Director was a huge mistake.  Our youth 
need to know that they are part of a large group to feel more connected. 

Concern for our Hispanic community was also expressed.  They seem to keep apart from the rest of 
the parishioners. 

Specific points- 
• We need to stress the importance of the Mass.  
• We need to continue to reach out to fallen-away Catholics. 
• It was suggested that Father do more catechesis during his homilies.  
• Keeping the children excited about coming to church will help families to attend more regularly. 
• Making sure the bulletin is newsy and gets out to everyone. 
• Making physical changes to the church to make it more attractive and welcoming. 
 
Gifts (Fruits) of the Holy Spirit 
• Awareness of the importance of inclusion 
• There can be power in large groups 
 
Topic / Question- 4 attendees chose Dialog in Church and Society (6) and Ecumenism (7).  
Notes on discussion- The group felt there is a need for more communication with our Hispanic 
community.  We also need more input from our youth.  



The importance of getting fallen away Catholics and young families back to church was stressed. 
Some feel that church leaders are not doing enough for Catholics who have left the church due to 
marriage issues.  (The spouse is not a Catholic or there has been a divorce.) The process of 
annulment makes the first marriage invalid and many Catholics and/or their spouses are unwilling to 
invalidate their first marriage due to love of the family they had created.  
We are glad that our priest participates in the Ecumenical happenings such as World Day of Prayer, 
The Ministerial Association and the Thanksgiving service.  We need more dialog with other faiths. 
 
Specific points- 

• We would like our priest to do more teaching of the faith. (Possibly a class after Sunday 
mass or an evening). 

• We would also like a comparative religion class to learn about other faiths. 
• Continue Vacation Bible School with other faiths. 
• Continue to address conflicts with prayer and dialog. 
• We would like to see changes in the Church Tribunal handling of divorce and annulment 

issues. 
 
Gifts (Fruits) of the Holy Spirit 

• Look for more ways to break down barriers with other churches. 
• Find ways to get more Parishioners to participate in Ecumenical services. 
• Pray for changes in the way the Tribunal deals with annulments to bring those Catholics 

back into the church 
 
Date: 1/18/2022, # of People: 6 
Groups: 2 Parish Council members, 1 church trustee, 3 church members. 
 
Topic / Question- #5 – Sharing Responsibility for Our Common Mission 
Notes on discussion – Catholics feel cut off from important issues.  We feel that we are in a spiritual 
warfare and need our bishops to face the hard issues.  The Church has doctrine to follow but it is not 
enforced, or it is good for some people but not for others. This is causing much confusion. 
We are finding secularism and corruption spreading within the church. 
There are many disillusioned Catholics. 
We have timid bishops that follow like sheep.   
 
Specific points- 

• Laws and Doctrine need to be enforced. 



• “Diversity”, “Equity” and “Inclusion” are now causing division.  Character is what is 
important.  We need leaders with strong ethics who are good role models. 

• The mission of the church has veered off course.  Catholic schools and Universities are not 
teaching doctrine.  They teach tolerance to the point of accepting things against God’s 
wishes. (ex: Gender change and men competing in women’s sports) 

• We need to do a better job of educating those Catholics who do not fully understand the 
Catholic faith. (ex : The sacrifice of the mass, the sacraments, etc) 

• Religion cannot be taken out of government.  
• Bishops need to support our country’s laws. (Legal Immigration) 

 
Gifts (Fruits) of the Holy Spirit 

• Hopefully our thoughts will be given consideration. There is skepticism. 
• We need church leaders with integrity who will stand up and say what is right and what is 

wrong.  They need to clarify to the congregation what is sinful and remind us that there is a 
hell as well as heaven. 

• We need good listeners and understanding from our priests, bishops, cardinals and Pope. 
 

Topic / Question- #3 – Celebration 
Notes on discussion- Parishioners feel we need more adoration.  We need exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament without time constrictions. 

We need a better atmosphere of worship in church.  The physical atmosphere and also the demeanor 
of the worshipers should be pleasing to God.  

Our church needs prayer groups and instruction. 

We would like more catechism and reminders of the meaning of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  We 
would like this instruction to come from our Priest. 

Specific points-   We would like our priest to take on more teaching duties without worrying about 
offending anyone.  We would also like him to take the lead in more activities (prayer groups, RCIA, 
etc) and bond with the parish community more. 

There is a need for more reverence and honor in the Sanctuary. 

We would like to look into having adoration after the Tuesday 5:30 PM Mass. 

 

Gifts (Fruit) of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit is asking us to keep God’s house holy.  It also 
needs to be a welcoming place for worshipers and a place of beauty that is pleasing to God. 



 

Topic / Question- #9 Discerning and Deciding 
Notes on discussion- The different ministers of the church are doing a good job.  But we must all be 
sure that they are listening to what God wants and open to other voices and not be too possessive or 
controlling. 
Some would like to make changes in the Sanctuary to show honor and glory to God. 
There is confusion over holding hands/raising hands at some points in the mass and also the “Sign” 
of Peace. 
 
Specific points- 
• Moving the music out of the Sanctuary and to a different place in the church. 
• Making changes in the physical church such as tile flooring, changing the back wall of the 
Sanctuary. 
• New Altar cloths 
• Adding touches of gold 
 
Gifts (Fruit) of the Holy Spirit 
• Our parishioners need to make prayerful decisions to be sure that God is in the decision making 
process. 
• We want to be sure that all voices are heard so that we know the church belongs to all of us and 
not just a few people in control. 
 

Saratoga continued: RESPONSE TO SYNOD 2021-2023—One Person’s 
contribution 
A very interesting beginning.  Reminds me of being told how to answer before I even begin.  No I 
will not cuss, lie or cheat; however, I will be truthful according to God.  I feel this questionnaire is 
censored…I can say what I want, but only within certain parameters.  Since these responses are not 
for my own personal needs, I will be candid.  However, these ARE the needs of our Church Society 
of Christians, not just Catholics throughout the world.   
• Companions on the Journey.  If I was a journey companion I would want to join the group to have 
input according to the needs of the group..  I feel our pope is not doing this.  He is pushing his 
Jesuit liberal ways and socialistic country views that do not conform with God’s, in my point of 
view.   
• Listening.  I listen to God.  I listen to what this pope says, but do not follow him.  I follow our 
priest.  I feel that our pope is going in the wrong direction for the good of the Church, God or the 



people.  I listened to Popes Benedict and Paul II  and those before him.  This pope is too radical, the 
minority.   
• Speaking out?  HAHAHAHAH!!!!!!!  In the 3rd Ground Rule for Participants it is stated that we 
canNOT debate church politics or doctrine, yet in this #3 on the Participant Guide we are directed 
to SPEAK OUT!  SOMEONE IS NOT LISTENING TO US. THEY LISTEN TO “THE BAD 
GUY” ….i.e., the devil. Our pope seems to speak out for himself, not the majority of the people 
belonging to our dear Catholic Church who are ABLE to think for themselves.  Who will stab me in 
the back here when they find out my opinions?  Are they afraid?  Lazy?  It seems like everyone has 
their hand out asking for help, but they don’t want to do their part helping others.  The children’s 
poem, The Little Red Hen, represents this.  
• Celebrations?  I celebrate the fact that our REAL JESUS IS THERE IN HIS HOUSE FOR US.  
MY HAPPINESS AND SMILE ARE NOT ENOUGH.  ALL I CAN DO IS GLORIFY, THANK 
AND ADORE.  I CELEBRATE THIS ALL THE TIME, NOT JUST IN CHURCH.  Our dear 
pope, for whom I pray every day, has changed the beautiful music we used to have into mausoleum 
music, morbid, very hard to sing.  He is supposedly bringing LGBTQ into the flock, which is good, 
but I feel he is going about it in the wrong way, whereas, he is forgetting about us normal 
parishioners. His ‘banning’ of the Latin Mass is despicable.  I do not understand his reason for this.  
Homosexual marriage, ugh.  There is more, but I cannot think of it right now.  The way our 
country and church are leading us is beyond belief. 
• Sharing Responsibility for our common mission.  I will never stop being a Catholic and following 
God’s original ways.  I do what I can in the way God guides me.  I participate, read and learn both 
scientific, envi-ronmental, scriptural, religious and other research that is as truthful as I can acquire it 
any more.  I support LGBTQ with respect but I do not follow their ways and they know it.  
TRUTH is paramount!!!  Social Jus-tice is a stupid concept, human rights protection, human justice.  
All of this is WOKE following.  Jesus has already said enough in the Ten Commandments.  WHY 
DO “THEY” WANT TO COMPLICATE AND CHANGE THE TRUTH!!!? 
• Dialogue in church and society.  I feel that the TRUTH is not followed.  Our poor priests AND 
BISHOPS have to mealy mouth speak on the altar.  I want the truth, not gobbeldy gook speak, 
which is what I feel we receive!  IT IS OBVIOUS THAT LORD FAUCHI IS DOING THIS 
WITH COVID!  A good example of not following God.  Issues most important????????….. Global 
warming is untrue, don’t push it.  Covid vi-rus was made in Wuhan, don’t say differently, it is man 
made.    
• Ecumenism.  We do this extremely well in Saratoga.  Not so much in larger cities, from what I see.  
Espe-cially cities with their ethnic subdivisions and special ethnic churches.  This has always been the 
case.  I have friends of all denominations and respect their views.  After all, they are Christians, even 
though they worship in different ways!  LOVE is so important.  We learn from it!  Lots of our 



friends have left the church because of these things that should be discussed in this questionnaire.  
However, this is a beginning.  I feel, in this regard, it is good. 
• Authority and participation.  WE WILL NOT GIVE MONIES TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES! 
We will participate only in what is TRUTH, JUSTICE AND THE AMERICAN WAY.  Superman 
was right!  CHRISTIAN BELIEFS ONLY!  We do not agree with what Catholic Charities is doing 
for illegal people coming through our southern border!  I KNOW they need help but these people 
should not be here!   Sad-ly, they were duped, lied to, didn’t know that they were being used!  We 
have to be united in God’s truths, God’s justice, for what America became the most loved country in 
the world.   
• Discerning and deciding.  I discern through the Holy Spirit all the time!  I am a sinner and know 
it, my family and  friends know it, and God knows it.  I accept this and I decide to follow God every 
time.  I am a human and I ‘mess up,’  but I try to do what is right.  However, ………… The 
decision-maker should con-sult all the staff to get the opinions of the masses.  Then they should 
discern the results and follow up with what is truthful and factual. The decision on that information, 
or what the majority wants, is usually within this realm, but not always!  The exception is the rule, 
biologically, scientifically, religiously, etc.  However, one MUST ALWAYS FOLLOW GOD’S 
LAWS WHEN DOING THIS! 
• Forming ourselves in synodality.  We are receptive to change within God’s rules only. We feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, etc., up to the point of “when will they do something for themselves” and 
not greedily continue on their same path with hands out and not grow and begin doing for others 
like it says in the Bi-ble.  See the 2nd letter of St. Paul to the Thesselonians, Ch3, V6-14. 
 
In conclusion, I feel that in Wyoming our Parish Priest and Bishop are trying to do the best they can 
for us parishioners. I see and appreciate how hard they work. However, I feel our pope has a hard 
job, but his Jesuit ways and socialistic upbringing are not I am used to.     
 
I have left out a lot that I should include in the Participant Guide; however, I just cannot. I am 
honored to be able to participate in this Synod and God bless you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


